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The Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


RESPONSE 


Dear Sir. 


This response Is being filed in reply to the office action mailed July 13, 2004. In that 


action, the Examiner has required restriction under 35 U.S.C. 121 between the following groups 
of claims: 


subclass 92; 

II. Claim 20 is drawn to a method of diying sludge, classified in class 34, 
subclass 282. 

The Applicant provisionally elects the invention disclosed In Group I (claims 1-19) and 
it is requested that, without further action thereon, claim 20 be retained in this application 
pending disposition of this case and for possible filing of a divisional application(s). 

Qlthe Claims: 

Please cancel claims 5, 7, 8 and 20, amend claims 1, 6 r 9, and 18, and add new 
claim 21 as follows. The claim additions are shown by underlining and/or the claim deletions 
are shown by strikeout. Please enter the amended claims into the record of this case. 
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i. 


Claims 1-19 are drawn to a material drying apparatus, classified in class 34, 


